VISITORS
little conscience. Let us, however, not dwell upon these
horrors. Let us forget them. Let us instead decide which
among our friends we would rather have to stay with us
to-morrow. He? She? Both? Then we are lucky, and they
are a lucky pair. All ? That is more difficult.
But when our truest friends arrive they will come quietly,
with just enough baggage and not too much. They will find
the temperature of the house as they like it, will agree about
windows; will eat and drink with pleasure instead of picking
a little spinach, inattentively sipping a thimbleful of hock,
and declining the sweet; will go to bed when we are tired and
rise just in time for breakfast at our favourite hour; and will
be as happy in the morning as they are at night. They will
amuse us and be amused. They will be independent but
complaisant. If necessary they will be able to pass the time
by themselves, or with a large party, or with us. We shall
manage to hear all their exciting and revivifying news, and in
return they, with the liveliest interest, will hear ours, which
will seem, through their pleasure, to grow three times as
desirable as we had already thought it. And when the inter-
change has been fully made, when everything has gone as we
should most have wished it to do, and while the jubilance
arising from such a feast of pleasure is still high and effer-
vescent, our friends will quietly take their departure, leaving
us stayed, nourished, and full of melancholy contentment.
Dull, do you say? Not a bit of it. These friends of ours are
the salt of the earth; and as visitors they are ideal They are as
much givers when they take as when they give. For the ideal
visitor is one who, besides knowing exactly when to come
and when to go, knows also exactly what to do while he or
she is paying a visit. Every home has its atmosphere; it is for
the guest to catch that atmosphere and accept its implications.
What he or she may do at his or her own house is another
matter. We are speaking of visitors; and visitors, I think, owe
some respect to the atmosphere of the place they are in. If it is
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